
Brenton Kenkel — CV September 25, 2026
https://bkenkel.com

brenton.kenkel@vanderbilt.edu

Employment
Vanderbilt University.
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 2023–present.
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 2014–2023.

University of Rochester.
Visiting Postdoctoral Associate, Wallis Institute of Political Economy, 2017–2018.

Princeton University.
Senior Research Assistant, Program for Quantitative and Analytical Political Science, 
2013–2014.

Education
University of Rochester. Ph.D., Political Science, 2014. M.A., Political Science, 2011.

University of Kentucky. B.A., Philosophy, 2008. B.A., Political Science, 2008.

Publications
14. Brenton Kenkel and Kristopher W. Ramsay. 2025. “The Effective Power of Military 

Coalitions: A Unified Theoretical and Empirical Model.” Journal of Politics 87(3): 
1045–1061.
https://doi.org/10.1086/732953

13. Scott F Abramson, Emiel Awad, and Brenton Kenkel. 2025. “Designing Political 
Order.” World Politics 77(1): 1–37.
https://doi.org/10.1353/wp.2025.a950021

12. Brenton Kenkel and Peter Schram. 2025. “Uncertainty in Crisis Bargaining with 
Multiple Policy Options.” American Journal of Political Science 69(1): 194–209.
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12849

11. James Bisbee, Joshua D. Clinton, Cassy Dorff, Brenton Kenkel, and Jennifer Larson. 
2024. “Synthetic Replacements for Human Survey Data? The Perils of Large 
Language Models.” Political Analysis 32(4): 401–416.
https://doi.org/10.1017/pan.2024.5

10. Brenton Kenkel. 2023. “Social Conflict and the Predatory State.” Quarterly Journal of 
Political Science 18(4): 437–468.
https://dx.doi.org/10.1561/100.00020116
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9. Brenton Kenkel and Jack Paine. 2023. “A Theory of External Wars and European 
Parliaments.” International Organization 77(1): 102–143.
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818322000303

8. Michael Gibilisco, Brenton Kenkel, and Miguel R. Rueda. 2022. “Competition and 
Civilian Victimization.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 66(4-5): 809–835.
https://doi.org/10.1177/00220027211070621

7. Mark Fey and Brenton Kenkel. 2021. “Is an Ultimatum the Last Word on Crisis 
Bargaining?” Journal of Politics 83(1): 87–102.
https://doi.org/10.1086/708951

6. Robert J. Carroll and Brenton Kenkel. 2019. “Prediction, Proxies, and Power.” 
American Journal of Political Science 63(3): 577–593.
https://doi.org/10.1111/ajps.12442

5. Brenton Kenkel. 2019. “The Efficacy of Cheap Talk in Collective Action Problems.” 
Journal of Theoretical Politics 31(3): 370–402.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0951629819850625

4. Brenton Kenkel. 2019. “Signaling Policy Intentions in Fundraising Contests.” 
Quarterly Journal of Political Science 14(2): 225–258.
https://doi.org/10.1561/100.00018001

3. Kevin A. Clarke, Brenton Kenkel, and Miguel R. Rueda. 2018. “Omitted Variables, 
Countervailing Effects, and the Possibility of Overadjustment.” Political Science 
Research and Methods 6(2): 343–354.
https://doi.org/10.1017/psrm.2016.46

2. Mark Fey, Jinhee Jo, and Brenton Kenkel. 2015. “Information and International 
Institutions Revisited.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 59(1): 149–160.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022002713503285

1. Brenton Kenkel and Curtis S. Signorino. 2014. “Estimating Extensive Form Games in 
R.” Journal of Statistical Software 56(8): 1–27.
https://doi.org/10.18637/jss.v056.i08

Working papers
• “Undercutting Protest by Lowering Its Cost” (with Nguyen Ha).

• “Foreign Aid and Major-Power Competition: A Structural Approach” (with Michael 
Gibilisco, Anthony Luongo, and Miguel Rueda).

• “Learning How Hard to Fight.”

• “Mechanism Design Goes to Nuclear War” (with Peter Schram).
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• “Competition and Free-Riding in Electoral Contests with Outside Spending” (with 
Mellissa Meisels).

• “Diplomatic Relations and Conflict Management: A Dynamic Analysis.”
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/u7aze

Conferences and invited talks
†: Discussant only. ‡: Discussant and presenter.

2026 APSA.‡
Formal Theory Conference, Washington University.†
Research on Behavior and Institutions Conference, Vanderbilt University.†
Wallis Institute Annual Conference, University of Rochester.†

2025 APSA.† MPSA.‡ SPSA.‡
Political Methodology Workshop, Stanford University.

2024 APSA.‡ MPSA.‡
Formal Models of Conflict Conference, University of Pittsburgh.
Formal Theory Conference, Washington University.†

2023 APSA.‡ MPSA.‡
Formal Models of Conflict Conference, University of Pittsburgh.
Theory in Methods Conference, New York University.†

2022 APSA. MPSA.
Formal Models of Conflict Mini-Conference, University of Pittsburgh.
Political Economy Seminar, New York University.

2021 APSA.
2020 SPSA.‡

Conference on Formal Models of International Relations, Vanderbilt University.
2019 APSA.‡ MPSA.‡ SPSA.
2018 APSA. Peace Science. Polmeth.‡

Conference on Formal Models of International Relations, University of Southern 
California.
Political Science Speaker Series, Washington University in St. Louis.
Research Methods Speaker Series, Texas A&M Department of Political Science.
Ulric B. and Evelyn L. Bray Social Sciences Seminar, California Institute of 
Technology.

2017 APSA. EPSA. ISA.
Political Economy Workshop, University of Chicago Harris School.

3

https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/u7aze


2016 APSA. ISA. SPSA.
Conference on Formal Models of International Relations, University of Southern 
California.

2015 MPSA. Peace Science. Polmeth.
Conference on Empirical Implications of Bargaining Theory, Princeton 
University.‡

2014 APSA. MPSA. Peace Science.
2013 APSA. ISA. MPSA. SPSA.

Conference on Theoretical and Quantitative International Relations Research, 
Princeton University.
Mathematical Modeling of Political Behavior Conference, University at Buffalo.

2012 MPSA. Polmeth.
New Faces in Political Methodology, Penn State University.

2011 APSA. Peace Science. Polmeth.
2010 Polmeth.

Awards and grants
• 2026. Annual Best Article Award, APSA Formal Theory Section.

For the article "Uncertainty in Crisis Bargaining with Multiple Policy Options" (joint 
work with Peter Schram).

• 2026. Chancellor Faculty Fellowship, Vanderbilt University. $80,000.

• 2017. Research Scholar Grant, Vanderbilt University. $10,000.

• 2012. Program in Empirical Policy Research Grant (with Curtis Signorino), Wallis 
Institute for Political Economy.

• 2011. Graduate Student Poster Award, Society for Political Methodology.

• 2010. Program in Empirical Policy Research Grant (with Curtis Signorino), Wallis 
Institute for Political Economy.

• 2010. Prize for Excellence in Teaching by a Graduate Student, Department of Political 
Science, University of Rochester.

Teaching
Undergraduate
• Crisis Diplomacy (PSCI 2220)

• Causes of War (PSCI 2221)
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• War and State Development (PSCI 2227)

• Quantitative Political Science I: Computing (PSCI 2300)

• Quantitative Political Science II: Statistics (PSCI 2301)

Graduate
• Mathematical Foundations of Political Analysis (PSCI 8350)

• Statistics for Political Research II (PSCI 8357)

• Formal Models of International Relations (PSCI 8367)

• Structural Estimation for Political Science (Independent study)

• Political Economy of War (PSC 586, University of Rochester)

Advising
Dissertation committee chair
• Mason Auten, PhD expected 2028.

https://www.masonauten.com/

• Nguyen Ha, PhD 2026. Postdoctoral Researcher, Conflict and Security Lab, Emory 
University.
https://thaonguyen-ha.com/

• Chloe Hale (co-chair), PhD expected 2028.
https://www.chloejohale.com/

Dissertation committee member
• Nicholas Bednar, PhD 2023. Associate Professor, University of Minnesota Law.

https://nbednar.com/

• Mark Conklin, PhD 2022. US Army.

• David Conner, PhD 2023. US Army.

• Haonan Dong, PhD 2024. Postdoctoral Research Associate, Department of Politics, 
Princeton University.
https://haonandong.com/

• Richard Hagner, PhD 2020. Army Futures Command.

• Ryan Hill, PhD 2024. US Air Force.

• Richard Montcalm, PhD 2022. US Army.
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• Heesun Yoo, PhD 2023. Postdoctoral Scholar, Institute of Political Science, Academia 
Sinica.
https://heesunyoo.com/

Service
Disciplinary
• 2026: Award committee member, Society for Political Methodology.
• 2025: Program committee co-chair, APSA Formal Theory Section; award committee 

member, Society for Political Methodology.
• 2023: Award committee member, APSA Formal Theory Section.
• Reviewer for American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, 

British Journal of Political Science, Cambridge University Press, Chinese Political 
Science Review, Communications in Statistics — Simulation and Computation, 
Comparative Political Studies, Conflict Management and Peace Science, Economic 
Inquiry, European Economic Review, European Journal of International Relations, 
Games and Economic Behavior, International Interactions, International 
Organization, International Studies Quarterly, International Studies Review, 
International Theory, Japanese Journal of Political Science, Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, Journal of Economic Surveys, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of 
Politics, Journal of Theoretical Politics, Journal of the European Economic Association, 
PS: Political Science & Politics, Political Analysis, Political Science Research and 
Methods, Presidential Studies Quarterly, Public Choice, Quarterly Journal of Political 
Science, Security Studies, Social Choice and Welfare, The Economic Journal, and World 
Politics.

Departmental
Department of Political Science, Vanderbilt University.
• 2026–27: Director of Graduate Studies; tenure review committee (chair).
• 2025–26: Placement director; third-year review committees (2x); ad hoc search 

committee; conflict workshop organizer.
• 2024–25: Graduate committee; tenure review committee; conflict workshop organizer.
• 2022–23: Placement director.
• 2021–22: Political economy of conflict/data science search committee.
• 2020–21: Nominations committee.
• 2019–20: Nominations committee.
• 2018–19: Placement director.
• 2016–17: International relations search committee.
• 2015–16: Graduate committee.
• 2014–15: Graduate committee.

6

https://heesunyoo.com/

	Employment
	Education
	Publications
	Working papers
	Conferences and invited talks
	Awards and grants
	Teaching
	Undergraduate
	Graduate

	Advising
	Dissertation committee chair
	Dissertation committee member

	Service
	Disciplinary
	Departmental


